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F e d m i  Corni:iiiiic~'~oni Cornrnission 

w A s H I N  GTON IN DE PEN DENT TELEPHONE A!RW&TL~"~~ON 
Terrence Stapleton 

Executive Vice President 

Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12 '~  Street, sw 
Room TW-BZ04 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board 
on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: / 

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her 
outstanding leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony before the Senate 
Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would like to express my full 
support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap 
on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible 
telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The 
Joint Board's proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the 
high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward 
long-term USF reform that must be taken to sustain affordable communications 
services for generations to come. 

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the 
high-cost USF mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF 
support. Adopting the 18-month interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop and implement 
long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or 
public safety. 

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of all consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of 
Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal service provides to consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, I urge 
Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support 



Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency, interim 
cap on CETC high-cost universal service support. 

Sincerely, 

Terrence Stapleton 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
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Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 

June 1 1,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

JUL 3 12007 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket 
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service. CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications camers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part ofthe Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely. 

Bruce C. Bohnsack 
President 
Germantown Telephone Co. 

cc: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 

d~7.e 11, Z O O 1  

C'ormissi~oner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Com-nunications Commission 
441 12t~h Street, SW 
Kcom 8-7i2C.1 
Washinoton, D.C. 20554 

Re: :n the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket: 
[Lo. 0.5-337; 111 the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
S e r \ i i c e ,  C' Ilocket No. 96-45 

Dear Cornmissio?.er Tate: 

I am writinq to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on 
Universal Service to place an ~nterim, emergency cap on the amount of 
high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible 
t e :cc immun:  cations carriers may receive. 

I apprecia-e your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint 
E o a r d  and staff as you consider the difficult questions associated with 
t h e  aistribution mechanism for universal service support. 

We be1~5ei.e that this firs% step is the best way to begin a process to 
preserve universal service for the benefit of consumers. Without this 
critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, the 
benetits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in 
serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Ken tio:lmann 
Eqyptian Telephone Cooperative Association 

Chairman Keviri J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissior.er Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Roberi~ M. McDowell 

The irlformation transmitted is intended only for the person or entity 
to whick. it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged 
rnat.eri~a1. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of 
this information, directly or indirectly, by persons or entities other 
:han the in-ended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in 
cyror, please contact the sender and delete the material from all 
computers in which it resides. 
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June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 I Ph Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

FILEDIACCEPTED 
JUL 3 12007 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket 
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit ofconsumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Hutter 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J.  Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

405 Emminga Road 
P.0. Box 217 
Golden, IL 62339 

Robert L. Hutter 
c0"froiier 

RobertHutter@adarns.net Phone: 217.696.4411 
Fax: 217.696.4811 
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Comrnissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

NEWACCEPTED 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost - ... . ersal Service Support, WC Docket 
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications camers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Therese Giannaris 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative 

cc: Chairman Kevin J.  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J . Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
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June 8,2007 

JLIL 3 12007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-33? In the 
Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch 

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal 
Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and Staff as they 
consider the difficylt questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service support. 

We believe that this fxst step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefikof 
consumers m South Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the joint Board the 
benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 
Midstate Communications, Jnc. 

) Mark D. Benton, General Manager 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 



Hon. Larry S. Landis 
Hon. Lisa P o l k  Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg 

Senator John Thune 
Senator Tim Johnson 
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin 





Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 

June 8,2007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"' Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

JUL 3 12007 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on 
Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service 
support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and 
Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefic of consumers in North Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the 
Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would he in serious 
jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff T. Wilson 
General Manage1 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. Larry S. Landis 
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg 
Senator Byron Dorgan 
Senator Kent Conrad 
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KENNEBEC TELEPHONE Co., INC. 

P 0. Bor ISH - 220 S. Moin 
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JUL 3 12007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 tPh Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

We  are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board 
on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal 
service support that competitive eligible telecommunications camers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board 
and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for 
the benefit of consumers in South Dakota. Without this critical action and leadership on the part 
of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural customers would be in 
serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Rod Rowar 

Rod Bowar PresidenUManager 
Kennebec Telephone Co., Inc. 

CC: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J . Copps 



Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. Larry S.  Landis 
Won. Lisa Polak Edgar 
Won. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg 

Senator John Thune 
Senator Tim Johnson 
Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin 
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June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 lzLh Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint 
Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Renee’ Hull 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative 

cc: Chairman Kevin J.  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J . Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



10 1 NORTH MAIN STREET 
P.O. BOX 38 
MOULTON, IA 52572 
TELEPHONE: 641-642-3249 
FAX: 641642-3966 

June 8,2007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 I Yh Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

FILEDIACCEPTED 

JUL 3 12007 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket 
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint 
Board on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high- 
cost universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may 
receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint 
Board and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution 
mechanism for universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers in Iowa. Without this critical action and leadership 
on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to my rural 
customers would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

fh7unys. WAeelkZ,~@m&le.,&.amp 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. Larry S. Landis 
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg 
Senator Chuck Grassley 
Senator Tom Harkin 



June X. 2007 

<:oriiriiissioiier DchorLih Taylor Tate 
I;tderd Coiiimunieations Commission 

Room 8-A203 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

445 12'" strcct. sw 

Re: I n  the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 
05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service. CC Docket No. 96-45 

Deer Commissioner Tate: 

I ;mi writing to endorse the recomnieiidation of the J o i n t  Board 011 Llniversal Service to 
plaw iiii iiitcrim, c r n e r p ~ c y  cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
i.uiiipci itivt' el igihle te leCoi i i i i i~ i l i icRt i~) i i~  carrierb may receive. 

I :ippreciatc your  leadership and that oi tlie other mcmbcrs of thc  Joint Bonrd and s ta l f  21s 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for  
tiiiivcrsil scrvice support. 

We lheiieve that this lirst step is tlie hrst way to begin a process to preserve universltl 
w v i c c  liir thc benefit olconsumers. Without this critical action and lcadersliip on the 
pat1 of the .Joint Boaid. !lie henelits t l i i i t  univcrsal scrvicc provides to rural consumers 
ucruld he ii i  serious jeopardy. 
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FIED/ACCEPTED 
From: V. Schryver [vschryver@lrnetl .corn] 
Sent: 

To: Robert McDowell 
Friday, June 08, 2007 2:14 PM 

Subject: Universal Service Support 

June 8.2007 

Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In 
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96- 
45 

Dear Commissioner McDowell: 

1 am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place an 
interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible 
telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, the 
benetits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 
Vicki Schryver 
CSR 
Leaf River Telephone Co. 
IO?  W 2nd St, P.O. Box 277 
Leaf River, I L  61047 
1-815-738-221 1 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 

7120l2007 



Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
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June 8,2007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
545 Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

FII..ED/ACCEPTED 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support. WC 
Docket No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board 
on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Doizch: 

We are writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of 
thc Joint Board on Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the 
iimount 
telecommunications camers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner 'Pate and the other members of 
the J o i n t  Board and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with 
the distribution mcchanism for universal service suppoi?. 

We believe thai this first step is the best  way 10 begin a process to preserve 
universal scrvice for the benefit of consumers in North Dakota. Without this 
critical action and lcadcrship on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that 
universal service provides to my turd1 customers would be i n  serious jeopardy 

high-cost universal service supporc that competitive eligible 

Sincerely, 

i. 

COiCeneraI Managei- 
SRI' Communications Ins 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah -Paylor Tate 
Ilon. Ray Bauni 
Hon. I.any S.  Lundis 
Hon. Lisa Pol& Edgar 
Mon. John D. Burkc 
H o n .  Billy Jack Gregg 
Hon. Kent Conrad 
Hon Byron L. Poi-gar 
Hon. Earl Pomeroy 
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From: Karen Proulx [karen@mdtc.net] 

Sent: Friday, June 08, 2007 1:37 PM 

JUL 3 12007 

O!kC! ill the sec,c,2ry 

To: Deborah Tate 

Cc: Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell 
Qffrrai ::i)~:i.:,iCiClt,?ij!, 

Subject: I SUPPORT THE CETC USF CAP 

June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room 8-A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: 
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place 
an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service 
for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint 
Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious 
jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

7l2012007 

__. - -- 
I I__._ __.____.I .- L 
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Karen Proulx 
Marketing/PR Coordinator 
McDonouah Teleahone Cooaerative 
Phone. 30%76-3211 
FAX. 309/776-3299 
ema 1 1 :  i- at e riWm dt c net  

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



. .. ,. . .. ...,..,. ,. .,... . , . . ,, , .,,,.. ...,. , ,,.,. . '3-3 

+As$* 
,'! Lafourche Telephone Go., LLCmdwn,*mmd,, 

Dedicated to Excellence. .. 
Founded on Cemunications FILEDIACCEPTED 

Rc: In tLc Matter of High-Cost llniversal Service Support, WC Docket No. 
U5-337; In the Matter o f  FcdernEState Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Uockot No. 96-45 

Rcar C,onim issiuner Taw: 

1 ~ u n  writing tu endorsc the r ~ ~ o i i i n i ~ n ~ a t i o n  ofthc Join! R o d  on Univcfsat Se 
] d a w  x i  inlcliin, enleryency c:q1 on lhc an~t~ulil ul 'hi~-cosL uniscrsid service suppon tirnt 
stmipctitisc eligi blc iSlccoinniuiiications caniers mey receive. 

L appreciolc your leadership and bat ofthe other members ofthe Joint Hoard nnd stuffas 
you coiisider the dif3cult questions associaled with ihc distribution mechnnisrn for 
universal service suppon. 

\Ve beiirve bhai h i s  lirsi step is the best way to begin n process to preserve universal 
wnicc Tor the hcnctit of consumers. ih'ithout this critical irctivn ilnd leadership on the 
pan of the Joint Board, ihe heneiits that universal service provides to nm:l consn~ticrs 
\vcttild he in serious jeopardy. 

cu: Chainnaii Kevin J .  Menin 
Coinmissioner .lunalhun Adelstein 
Coinmissioncr Michuei J. Copps 
Commissioner Robcn bl. hkDowell 



June 8.2007 

Ms. f4arlene Ilortch 
Secretary, Federal Conimunications Commission 
445 1 2'h Strect. sw 

1605 Washington Street 
P.O. Box 400 

Blair, Nebraska 68008-0400 

Main 402 533.1000 
Fax 402 533 11 11 

w w  HunTelWorld corn 

Room TW-13204 
Washington. D.C. 205.54 

Re: In the matter of High-Cost Universal Series Support, WC Docket No. 
OS-337; In the matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear \Is. Ilorlch: 

W'e arc writing this lettcr to the Cornmission to endorse the recommendation ofthe Joint Board on Universal 
Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
compctitive eligible telecommunications carries may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commission Tate and the other mcmbers o f  the Joint Board and Staff as they 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service support. 

u'c bclieve that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of' 
consumers in Nebraska. Wirhout this critical action and leadership on the part ofthe Joint Board the benefits 
that universal service provides to my rural customers would he in serious jeopardy. 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Conirnissioner Rohcrt M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. Larry S. Landis 
Hon. I.isa Polak Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Rilly Jack Greg 

Scnator Chuck Hagel 
Senator Benjaniin E. Nelson 
Hon. Jeff Fortenberry 



.. . , . . .-..-....Î̂ ~ _.._______I I"" ____-.--__ "" ___l___________l_ 

From: Kevin Jacobsen [kjacobsen@egyptian.net] 

Sent: 
To: Deborah Tate 

Friday, June 08, 2007 11 :30 AM 
FI1 EDiACCEPTED 

JUL ~3 12007 Cc: 

Subject: I SUPPORT THE CETC USF CAP 

Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein: Michael Copps; Robert McDowell 

F e i f ~ t a ~  :;i'i,:iiiuil;cat~nlis ConimiSSlOn 
i!:ice ot !lie Secretary 

June 8 , 2 0 0 7  

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 I zth Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to place 
an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service 
for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint 
Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers would be in serious 
jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin J. Jacobsen 
Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

Kevin J Jacobsen, General Manager 

7i20I2007 

.. I.I.- .. -- 
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Egyptian Telephone Cooperative Association 
1010 W. Broadway 
Steeleville, IL 62288 
Tel # 618.774.1000 Ext. 66 
Fax # 618.774.1025 
k jacobs@egmi .ne t  

,ll__---l--------________̂ x---̂ __-_̂ ____---- -- 
The information tmnimitted is  intended only far the person or  entity to which it is  addressed and mag confain confidential andlor privileged 
material. .Any review, retransmission. dissemination or other use ofthis information, directly o r  indirectly, by persons or entities other than the 
intended recipient is  prohibited. I f jau  received this in error, please contact the sendcr and delete the material from all computers in which it 
resides. 


